Intrapulmonary lymph nodes: thin-section CT features of 19 nodules.
The purpose of this study was to describe the thin-section CT features of intrapulmonary lymph nodes that accompanied primary or metastatic lung tumors. A retrospective analysis of thin-section CT features was performed on 19 nodules in 16 patients with pathologically confirmed intrapulmonary lymph nodes that accompanied primary or metastatic lung tumors. Of the 16 patients, 13 had a solitary nodule and 3 had two nodules. All nodules were distributed in the middle lobe, lingula, or lower lobe. On thin-section CT images, the nodule was located abutting the visceral pleura (n = 10) or within 8 mm of the visceral pleura (n = 9). The thin-section CT findings showed that most of the nodules were well circumscribed (n = 18), homogeneous (n = 19), ovoid (n = 10), or round (n = 9) and smaller than 12 mm in maximal diameter. The surrounding lung field was normal (n = 16). Intrapulmonary lymph nodes are subpleural in the lower lung field. On thin-section CT, they are well circumscribed, homogeneous, round or ovoid, and smaller than 12 mm in maximal diameter. In the differential diagnosis of subpleural nodules located in the lower lung field, it should be kept in mind that they may be intrapulmonary lymph nodes even though the patient has malignancy.